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A PHARMACEUTICAL STUDY OF ACETYLSALICYLIC ACID.

BY HARRIET V. SNIDOW AND H. A. LANGENHAN.
No. 1 Historical.

Gerhard! is given credit for having been the first to prepare acetylsalicylic acid,

using acetyl chloride and sodium salicylate as the reacting ingredients.

He ap-

plied the name Wasserfreie Salicylseure Essigseure (anhydrous salicylic acetic
acid), being of the opinion that the compound was the anhydride of the two acids.
In 1859 von Gilm? reported the discovery of a crystalline substance obtained from
chloracetyl and salicylic acid, which he called acetylierte Salicylseure(acetylized
salicylic acid). Kraut? in 1869, determined the constitution of the chemical and
named it Acetylosaliseure (Acetylsalicylic acid).

! Liebig’s annal. d. chem., v. 87, p. 162 (1853); (Annal. de. chim. et de physique, v. 7 (series 3),
p. 326 (1853); Pract. Drug., v. 30 (Dec, 1912), p. 23.

2 Aunal. d. chem., v. 112, p. 180 (1859).

8 Ibid., v. 150, p. 9 (1896).



